
136 VITAL STATISTICS 

Some of the effects of the ageing of the population can be observed by the 
comparison of crude and standardized mortality rates for individual causes of 
death in 1921 and 1931, since standardized rates are calculated in order to eliminate 
the effects of changes in sex and age composition of the population. Cancer provides 
a pronounced example of the ageing effect. The crude rate for cancer was 75-3 in 
1921 and in 1931 it was 95-8. The increase was thus 27 p.c. The standardized 
rate, however, was 72-7 in 1921 and 81-4 in 1931, an increase of onlyl2p.c* It 
may be stated, therefore, that roughly more than half of the increase in the crude 
cancer death rate between 1921 and 1931 was accounted for by the ageing of the 
population. Nevertheless, cancer shows a persistent increase over the years in spite 
of all efforts to control its spread. Diseases of the heart and arteries are two other 
important causes which affect people of advancing years and which have shown sub­
stantial increases. In the case of diseases of the heart, the crude rate showed 
an increase of 25-5 p.c. between 1921 and 1931, but, again, the standardized rate 
increased by only 9 p.c* The crude rate for diseases of the arteries advanced by no 
less than 71 p.c and the standardized by 50 p.c* over the decade. For nephritis, a 
disease which falls in the same general class, the increase in the crude rate was 28-5 
p.c. and in the standardized, 12 • 5 p.c* Pneumonia is particularly fatal among those 
of advanced years and among infants; the same influences as have been mentioned 
have, no doubt, affected the figures for this disease. 

* More accurate diagnosis should not be overlooked as a factor in changing death rates from these 
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Typhoid fever. 

Scarlet fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Poliomyelitis and polioencephalitis (acute). 
Lethargic or epidemic encephalitis 
Epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis 
Tuberculosis, respiratory system 
Tuberculosis, other organs 
Cancer 
Diabetes mellitus 
Anaemia 
Cerebral haemorrhage, embolism or thrombosis 
Paralysis without specified cause 
Convulsions (under 5 years of age) 
Diseases of the heart 
Diseases of the arteries 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia . . . 
Diarrhoea and enteritis 
Appendicitis _. 
Hernia, intestinal obstruction 
Nephritis 
Diseases of the prostate 
Puerperal causes ._ 
Congenital malformations 
Diseases of early infancy 
Senility (old age) 
Suicides 
Violent deaths (suicides excepted) 
Other specified causes 
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3,730 
1,578 
1,074 
5,643 
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242 
892 
264 
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112 
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234 
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8,302 

363 
7,411 
2,767 
1,491 
1,121 
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1,089 
1,093 
1,423 
6,880 
1,932 
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9,112 
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7,313 
2,378 
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1,050 
6,402 
1,157 
1,233 
1,439 
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928 
6,535 

14,216 

Totals, Specified Causes. 
Ill-defined diseases 
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Totals 101,968 101,583 105,567 107,050 
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1 The numbers given in this column refer to the International List of Causes of Death, as revised in 

1929 by the International Commission on the Classification of Diseases and Causes of Death. This 
classification, in its detailed, intermediate, or abridged form, is accepted in almost all civilized countries. 


