136 VITAL STATISTICS

Bome of the effects of the ageing of the population can he observed by the
comparison of crude and standardized mortality rates for individual eauses of
death in 1921 and 1931, since standardized rates are caleulated in order to eliminate
the effects of changes in sex and age composition of the population. Cancer provides
a pronounced example of the ageing effect, The crude rate for cancer was 75-3 in
1921 and in 1931 it was 95.8. The increase was thus 27 p.c. 'The standardized
rate, however, was 72-7 in 1921 and 81-4 in 1931, an inerease of only 12p.c.* Tt
may be stated, therefore, that roughly more than half of the increase in the crude
cancer death rate between 1921 and 1931 was accounted for by the ageing of the
population. Nevertheless, cancer shows a persistent increase over the years in spite
of all efforts to control its spread. Diseases of the heart and arteries are two other
important causes which affect people of advancing years and which bave shown gub-
stantial increases. In the case of discases of the heart, the crude rate showed
an increase of 25.5 p.c. between 1921 and 1931, but, again, the standardized rate
increased by cnly 9 p.c.* The crude rate for diseases of the arteries advanced by no
less than 71 p.c. and the standardized by 50 p.c.* over the decade. For nephritis, a
disease which falls in the same general class, the increase in the crude rate was 28-5
p.c. and in the standardized, 12-5p.c.* Pneumonia is particularly fatal among those
of advanced years and among infante; the same influenices as have been mentioned
have, no doubt, affected the figures for this disease.

* More accurate disgnosis should not be overlooked as a factor in changing death rates from these
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